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To JOHN BUXTON, Eſc, 


S I R, 

THOUGH I have not the honour of being 
perſonally known to you, yet my happy 
intimacy with many of your once valued old 
friends has taught me to eſteem and reverence 
you as a gentleman of ſolid judgment, diſtin- 
guiſhed integrity, and inflexible honour. It is 
my regard for ſo valuable a character that in- 
duces me to make this addreſs to you in parti- 
cular ; an addreſs no way agreeable to either of 
us, but what the times have rendered neither 
improper nor unneceſſary, You will find it to 
be an expoſtulation with you on the part you 
have taken in the preſent convulſions that diſ- 
tract the county; but though my reaſoning may 
be animated with ſome warmth, yet it ſhall be 
A 2 urged 


— * 
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urged with decency ; nor ſhall one expreſſion 
eſcape me unbecoming your character, or my 


own. it 
In the firſt place then, as a good man, a m 
good citizen, and a good magiſtrate, you will | 0! 


agree with me, that the principal thing always 
to be attended to is the preſervation of the pub- 
lic peace; and you know that nothing ſo effec-- 


tually deftroys the public peace as a conteſted 
election. I need not paint to you the ſcenes of 


idleneſs, debauchery,” and riot, the ungovern- 
able licentiouſneſs of à diſſolute and inflamed 
populace, the eager animofities of a party-ſpirit, 
the deſtruction of ſociety: the alienation of friend- 
| ſhips, the feuds of families, and all thoſe nu- 
{1 merous evils which infeparably attend theſe un- 
| happy conteſts : You know them much better 
| 

| 
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than I can deſcribe them ; therefore, knowing 
how highly you poſſeſs the virtues of humanity, 
I was aſtoniſhed to ſee vou deſert your old 
friends, and ſtand forth the champion of a new, 
party, whoſe meaſures can have no other ten- 
dency than to ſet the county in a flame. When 
indeed the repreſentatives of any place are negli- 
gent 


1 
— i. 
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gent of the important truſt committed to them; 
when they are found incapable of diſcharging 
it; when they make themſelves ſervile and 


mercenary dependants on a corrupt miniſtry ; 
or when they unite themſelves to a turbulent 
and democratic faction, dangerouſly combined 
to oppoſe the executive power, to clog the wheels 
of government, and ſhake the pillars of the pub- | 
lic ſafety ; in either of theſe caſes it becomes 


„ 


the duty of every honeſt man to exert him- 
ſelf with vigour in oppoſing the re- election of 
ſueh unworthy members: But when neither of 
theſe cauſes exiſts, when the preſent repreſenta- 


tatives are juſtly approved and honoured for their 
able and upright conduct, whoeyer raiſes or en- 


courages a diviſion, which muſt be attended 
with all the evils mentioned above, ſacrifices. 


the public peace to a private reſentment, or a 
wanton popularity, or a vain ambition. 
When the motives to an action are thus ti tri- 


fling, it cannot be expected that the ends pro- 
poſed ſhould be of greater moment. In the 


memorable year 1734, our wiſer fathers had 1 
deſigns worthy of their contention. Party at tat f 


| 
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time ran high, and was more than a name; ole 
ſide ſtruggled hard for their places and pen- 
ſions, a favourite miniſter was to be ſupported, 
his influence to be extended: The other ſide 
contended as laudably perhaps, and more ſuc- 


ceſsfully, to ſhake- this miniſter, to abridge his 


influence, and to fend repreſentatives to parlia- 
ment, whoſe integrity was not to be warped by 
the warm ſunſhine of court-favour ; and in this 
both parties acted conſiſtently and wiſely at 
leaſt, 1f not honeſtly. But we have no party, 
nor even the name of a party among us; we 
have no miniſter to raiſe up, or to pull down y 
we have no court-influence to hope, or to fear, 
nor any end in view, but the miſchievous plea- 
ſure of doing and undoing; ; and even in this, 


as if the ſpirit of infatuation had extinguiſhed 


every ray of ſenſe; in the darkneſs of our un- 
derſtanding we are dancing, hands acroſs, after 


one BATH-METAL STAR, which, like an ignis 
fatuus, holds out a falſe light only to delude 
and miſlead us. 


WK” a EFF _*” 1 urs. 
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Fram! your motives and your ends I proceed 
to conſider. the meaſures your party has taken 
to compaſs theſe ends. And here give me leuvc 
to ohſerve, en paſſant, that no ſogner was 
Lord Townſnend appointed to the government 
of Ireland, t than his character was attacked in a 
Very extraerdinary manner with, all. the malice 
of chf n moſt plant 288} iiberal calumny : this 
torrent of, abuſe is got. 15 ſtopped, | but conti- 
gnueg to. dilembague its dirty ſtreams, intend- 
ing, no doubt, through his Lordſhip, to reach 
Mr. de Gray, and blot . his fair character with 
its deepeſt fable, How. difingenuoys, and un- 
manly this Procedure is, I leave to your candid 


** 


conſideration : : I amno 0 ghoſt ; nor ſhall I un- 


dertake 2 vindication of his Lordſhip : If his 

many illuſtrious virtues, both public and private, 
if his faithful and important ſervices to his coun- 
try, both at home and abroad, will not faiſe 
him ſuperior to theſe attacks, we muſt een give 
him up, lamenting over him, however, with this 
oration of the ſa K 


O mighty 


cs 


O mighty Cæſat, doſt thou lie ſo lo 
Are all thy conqueſts; glories, trophies, ſpoils; 
Shrunk to this little meaſure? Fare thee well 
Ad indeed it muſt be acknowledged, that he 
has been attacked with a truly Roman ſpirit; 
for you know that it was uſual with that wiſe 
and FREE people, when their victorious leader 


entered the city in triumph amidſt the applauſes 


and acclamations of his grateful country, leſt 
his mind ſhould be too much elated with his 


honours, to plate in the fame chariot with him 
a PUBLIC SLAVE, licenſed to inſult him with the 


moſt X opprobriods ribaldry, - 


— — 2 — er fbi conſul 
Ne placeat, curru ſervus portatur « eodemi. 


nin Sir, I attend you to St: Andrew's hall 
on the day of nomination; where the firſt thing 
that occurs worthy of notice, at leaſt. on your 
part, is Sir William Harboard's elegant and ju 
dicious ſpeech. As this was fo remarkably diſ- 
tinct and clear, I ſhall endeavour, as far as I am 
able, to preſerve its perſpicuity, and for that 
purpoſe ſhall conſider it under a quadruple di- 
viſion, as it concerned Mr. de Gray alone, as it 


concerned 
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koncerned Sir Armine Wodehouſe and Mr: de 
Grey together, as it concerned Sir Armitie 
Wodehouſe alone, and as it concerned Sir Ed- 
ward Aſtley. As to Mr. 4 Grey, it was can- 
didly and politely infinuated; that; upon the de- 

ceaſe of the late Lord Townſhend, he was no- 
minated no body knows how, and elected by no 
body knows whom. As a milicary man, I ſup- 
pole, he ſtole a march upon us, appeared before 
the 1 town while the gates were open, ſurpriſed the 
garriſon and ſo took poſſeſſion without reſiſt- 
ance: This may be fine oratory, but the miſ- 
fortune is, matter of fact is againſt it, as will 
appear only by conſidering the part Sir Edward 
Aſtley acted on that otcafion: He undertook 


to guard the town, but in à panic not only de- 
ſerted his poſt, but revolted to the enemy. Mr. 
de Grey was approved and elected by the united 

voice of the county. His conduct in parlia- 
ment has done honour to himſelf, and reflected 
| honour back upon his conſtituents ; and the re- 
ſpect juſtly paid to his merit will be ſeen on the 
day of election. If you can introduce to us a 
gentleman of ſuperior weight and influence. in 
B the 


eyes towards a neighbouring 
ſerve the propriety and good ſenſe of their Houſe 
of Commons in their addreſs to their new Lord 


Ti 10 ] | 


the county, we muſt give up our preſent mem- 
ber; if you can introduce to us a gentleman of 


ſuperior abilities and integrity, we will give 
him up: Dxrux Dicnior: is the motto on our 
ſtandard which we advance before de Grey: 
chuſe you what device you pleaſe. 

The next part concerned Sir A. Wodehouſe 
and Mr. de Grey together, that as militia colo- 
nels, men that wear ſwords, it is dangerous to 
entruſt them with a ſhare in the civil govern- 
ment. Indeed The Nuſtrious orator, it is to 
be preſumed, has forgot the old military Mor- 
den. But inſtead of refuting a propoſition chat 
carries abſurdity on its very face, let us turn our 


kingdom, and ob- 4 


Lieutenant; When we reflect on the i impc r- 


tant ſervices and great military experience of 


<« your Excellency for many years in different 


parts of the globe, and on your happy ſucceſs 


bs in railing the fame and extending the domi- 
<*« nions of Great Britain; when we now ſee the 
5 ſword of juſtice entruſted to the ſame perſon, 

wt K v6 


= 
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« who has conſtantly uſed the ſword of war for 
* the honour of his ſovereign, and the glory, 
« of his country, we muſt look up to your Ex- 
« cellency with the higheſt expectation and con- 
« fidence. And when we recollect the conſider- 
< able ſhare, which you haye taken in plan- 
ning and carrying into execution in England 

an effectual national militia, we cannot but ac- 
0 3 that the civil power could not be 
* more ſafely or uſefully delegated. than to your. 
6 Excellency,” Let this ſtand as an anſwer to 
a declaration that deſeryed no anſwer, but. as it; 


fordiry of i it, (ir pains me. . to avon 1 5 a; 
word, but our language bas not a ſofter) i it may, 
be difficult to reconcile i it either to prudence or 
politeneſs ; for a public affront upon a body of 
gentlemen that have the - honour to bear his ma- 
jeſty's commiſſion, and a public inſult upon gen- 
tlemen of Sir A. Wodehouſe's and Mr. de Grey's 
rank and W muſt be deemed 8 
able. 
But his capital objeftion to | Sir Anme is, 
that he has ſerved in parliament too long, that 


—_— an 
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an honour of this nature ſhould not be heredi- 
tary in the family : Yes, Sir, honour, we know, 
has been hereditary in that family for near 70 
years; and till that noble inheritance be quan- 
dered or bartered away, a Wodehouſe can never 
ſollicit the honours of his country in vain: there- 
fore inſtead of urging Sir Armine's length of 
ſervice as a reaſon for diſcharging him, it would 
have been more generous to have held him up 
to his conſtituents as a man grown old in their 
ſervice, as a man who for more than thirty years. 


has executed this 1 important truſt with unwearied 
attention, diſintereſted fidelity, and unbiaſſed 
honour; unplaced, unpenſloned, unennobled ; 
no miniſterial ducats ſwelling his revenues, no 
lordly title fluttering in his ear, nor even a rib- 
bon or a ſtar Slittering in his eye. Mr. Style- 
man indeed affected to be ſenſible of his merit, 
and propoſed that he ſhould be rewarded with 
the thanks of his country, and retire in his old 
age to his old oaks at Kimberly. Yes, he ſhall 
retire, but not at your bidding; he ſhall retire, 
but the time ſhall be of his own choice; then he 
ſhall retire, and carry with him the thanks 


and 


F343... | 
and applauſes of his country, and that conſe] | 


ous. integrity which beams a glory over thoſe 
old oaks, and ſanctifies their ſhades. * 

But for whom is our worthy veteran chus | 
courteouſly deſired to retire ? Behold preſented 
to us Sir Edward Aſtley whilſt the indignant 


ſpirits of his honeſt anceſtors burſt from their 
tombs, and ſhake their venerable heads to ſee 
their deſcendant ſtarting aſide like a broken 
bow, and become an inſtrument in the hands 
of a Morden and a Hobart. + But I feel an aſ- 
peritz i ſing upon me, which qhall not be in- 
dulged ; let me therefore quit this ſcene, only 
| detaining you one moment toſhew you a ſight, 
in defiance of Solomon, new under the ſun : A 


grave and reyerend gentleman from Drogheda, 
recommending a gentleman from Derbyſhire as. 


a proper repreſentative for the county of N or- 
folk. When we conſider this gentleman as ho- 
nourable in himſelf, honourable in his connec-. 


tions, high | in the eſteem of his own country, 
happy in the love of his neighbours, and ſecure 
of-his preſent ſeat in parliament, he is deſervedly 
the object of our reſpect: But when we conſider 
him as a candidate for this county, from which. 


, ; o 


Iv 
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his place of reſidence is 300 miles diſtant; z 
when we conſider bim as acting this precipitate 


and ill · timed part under the direction of a few 


families, to all of whom united his own influ- 


ence muſt one day be far ſuperior; we are 
ſorry to ſee him lend fo teſpectable a name to ſo 


idle «purpoſe ; weare ſorry to ſee him att ſo 


much beneath his dignity; we are ſorry to ſee 


kim fink the weight of tis family in the foam 


of other men's ambition. 


Here, Sir, let us draw the curtain, and cloſe 


the ſcene of the gallery, which gives us a melan- 


choly inftance, ift every ſpeech of your party, of | 
thoſe eager anim̃öſtties, thoſe alienated friend- 


ſhips; thoſe family feuds, which I before lament- 
ett as inſeparable from theſe conteſts; for what- 


everyou gentlemen orators,that took it upon you 


to dictate to the county, may think of yourſelves 


ple that ſtood below could not help ſhaking our 


heads, and applying to you theſe lines of Dryden, | 
With an ll grace your friends their miſchiefs do, 


hey ve both ill · nature and ill- manners too. 
Now; Sir, we are alone, I ſhall make you- 
a very; free: and candid: declaration of my ſenti- 

ments 


and of one another, ve little inconſiderable peo- 


1161 

ments wich rem. to Sir Edw. 1 
honour on account of his family, and eſteem as 

a good natured honeſt gentleman. Therewas 


a time when I ſhould have rejoiced to ſee his 
intereſt riſe ia the. county; there was a time 


when it. depended on himſelf to raiſe it. Had 
he purſued his declared i intentions, and anfwer- 
ed the expectations which he had raiſed; 
his friends, on the death of the late Lord Town- 
"ſhend, probably he would not have been op- 
poſed, moſt probably he would have ſucceeded: 
but as he then thought proper to, reſign his pre- 

| "tenſions, ought he to re· aſſume them : now ? a | 
be then thought proper to relinquiſh this civie 
crown, and with his own hands to aſſiſt in pla- 
cing it on another head, is he at liberty to de- 
mand it now, or attempt to rend i it off by vio- 
lence? Strong muſt be the hand that does it. 
Or are we little people to be thrown out as 
buoys, only to fluctuate in the ſhallows of this 
ſhifting tide ?. 

You will fay ay for it has been ſaid, 
that Lord Townſhend could not then be pre- 
vailed upon to recollect his promiſe, and re- 
fuſed to ſupport him: We anſwer in the words 


* . on Parey, which muſt therefore be 
cConcluſive 


£45 
:ctaGve, to you. 2 What has Lord Towflf. 
| hend to do with us and our repreſentatives? ? 
: only adding, we And nothing! of the promiſe. 
Te will fay pertiups; for this alſo has been 
ſaid, and is indeed your fort, "thatSit A. Wode- 
koaſe at that time deſerted kith, can ow 
him the fiietidly xRifance bf his iltef eter rh 
Mater deſerbes an fucidation, For if 8 Sr ke: 
- mine will forſake his ol friends, he "mutt n not 
complain if las. old friends forſake bien. 2 * 
Sir Edward Aﬀtley ſhould apply. o Sir A. 
Wodehouſe on ſuch an « occaſion it is natural 
| and reaſonable to expect: chat he did then apply 
we acknowlegge : if Sir Armine | forelaw the 
difficulties that would ariſe from an oppoſition 
to Sir Edward, it ſhowed his good. underſtand- 
ing: if he repreſented thoſe difficulties i in their 
proper light, it ſhowed his candor and his friend- 
ſhip: if he wiſhed not to embroil himſelf with 
his late worthy partner, not to involve himſelf 
and his friends in all the troubles of a conteſt- 
ed election, can it be wondered at? But, not- 
withſtanding all this, that he did abſolutely 
engage himſelf to Sir Edward, that he peremp- 
torily promiſed at all events to ſupport his elec- 
tion with all his weight, and intereſt, is A Facr, for 
| the 
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the truth of which I appeal to Sir Edward 
Aſtley and his brother Mr. Milles : I could 
make my appeal farther, but chuſe at preſent 


to reſt it bere: Has Sir Armine then forſaken 


his friends? Or rather have not his friends fled. 
in his face! This reflection; ungenerous as it 


tion. was requiſite: ' Nay; te come down to the 
preſent time, when Sir Edward Aſtley had fix- 
et his reſalution to offer himſelf as a candidate 
for the county, which I believe was not till af- 
ter Lord Townſhend was appointed to the go- 
vernment of Ireland, and his brother the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was dead, did he once 
ſhow an inclination to join Sir Armine, or once 
aſk Sir Armine to join him, till within a quar- 
ter of an hour before they went to the hall, till 
he had formed meaſures inconſiſtent with Sir 
Armine's intereſt, till he had formed connec- 


tions inconſiſtent with Sir Armine's honour ? 
Where then does the charge of unſteadineſs, of 
deſertion of friends, of dereliction of Charac- 
ter fall at laſt ? You have it t among . we 
te free. C But 


is, has been ſo often repeated, and fo. confi- 
dently urged, that I thought a truer informa- 


, 
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But part of the diſagreeable taſk, which I 
have impoſed upon myſelf, yet remains. The 
clamours of your party on the ſubject of gene- 
ral warrants, have been raiſed and continued 
with a virulence of abuſe that outrages decency 
and good manners as much as truth and com- 
mon ſenſe. Theſe muſt be attended to. - And 
here I muſt not paſs by Honeſtus, memorable 
indeed for nothing, but that he is the firſt 
to blow Robin Hood's bugle horn to give the 
alarm, and then hides his head, and is heard of 
no more. 


Paſtorale canit fignum, Cornuque recurvo 
Tartaream intendit vocem, qua protinus omne 
Contremuit nemus, et ſilvæ intonuere pro- 
funde. 
Mox autem attollit ſtridentes anguibus alas, 
Cocytique petit ſedem, ſupera ardua lin- 


quens. 


But your freeholder (another fictitious name) 
a man immerſed from his youth in perſonal a- 
buſe, a man grown hoary in the arts of defa- 
mation, unawed by conſcience, unchecked by 


1 modeſty, 


=, X- 


* unſilenced by conviction, advanced 
to the charge with a mali icious impertinence, 
and perſeyeres in it with an unexampled inſo- 


lence. In his printed letter, dated London 
October 3, 1767, after much infamous invec- 


tive and turgid declamation, he labours to give 


us an argument, which I do him honour i in thus 
methodizing. _ 
— General warrants are illegal and upconfliry- 
tional. Sir Armine and Mr. de Grey 
Vvoted in favour of general warrants. 
Therefore they are to be aypided and reject- 
ed as men dangerous ta the conſtitution. 
The anſwer to this requires but few words. That 


general warrants are illegal and unconſtitutio- 


nal we readily allow. That Sir A. Wodehouſe 


and Mr. de Grey voted in favour of general 


warrants is a double falſehood. Therefore his 


malevolent concluſion drops of courſe. He 
afterwards voluntarily acknowledged that Mr. 
de Grey was not in the houſe at the time of the 
debate: here one ray of truth broke half thro? 


the ſolid darkneſs of his ſoul; but his male vo- 
lence was at hand to extinguiſh the riſing light. 


07> « Mr, 


4% 
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3. Mr. de Grey 1 was not then i in the houſe, but 


ec Lord Townſhend was, in whoſe room Mr. de 
25 Grey was elected, and in whoſe intereſt he 
& 3 1s at. preſent. Known to ſtand. Are theſe 
your arts? You muſt excuſe me for faying your 
arty, for by cauling that wretched paper to be 
reprinted; and by diſperling it among yout 


friends, you made it your own, and are be- 


come anfoerablef for all the untruths it contains. 
Theſe will be ſofficiently detected and expoſed 


by a jut and impartial repreſentation of the de- 
bate. in the honaprable houſe on this ſubject. 


The friends of Mr. Wilkes had declared ge- 
/neral warrants to be illegal, unconſtitutional 


and highly dangerous to liberty: the violent 
alarm this had raiſed in the nation was to be : 
quieted by ſome. remedy as violent, or to be 
kept up by ſome ſhining effort in the cauſe. 
Many ſober perſons were ſeriouſſy alarmed to 
obſerve a practice prevalent i in a great office 
contrary to what they conſidered as the cleareſt 
principles of law, and inconſiſtent with the 


manger of governing in a free country : the 


long and filent continuance of this practice, in- 
| ſtead 
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ſtead. of excuſing, only added to the danger of 
it. Whatever the motives, that influenced the 
conduct and opinions of men on this point, 
might be, there was no doubt that, without 


aiming at the perſons, a conſiderable ſtroke was 


aimed at the miniſterial character and conſidera- 
tion of thoſe; in high ſtations. Many of thoſe 
therefore, who reliſhed neither the adminiſtra- 
tion, a8 it was then formed, nor the oppoli- 
fion, were of opinion that the one might be 
| humbled, | and yet the other not materially ex- 
alted, by 1 their appearing for a reſolution con- 
demning the general warrants. Accordingly 
4 Tefolution was propoſed, February 1 14, 1764, 
to the following effect. That a general war- 
6 rant for apprehending and ſeizing the au- 
4 thors, printers, and publiſhers of a ſeditious 
« libel, together with their papers, is not war- 


ce ranted by law.“ T hoſe, who oppoſed i It, did . 


not ground their oppoſition on an affirmance 
of the legality of the warrants, (for in gene- 
ral they either admitted their illegality, or put 
that matter out of the queſtion) but on the 


impropriety of the method propoſed for ſet⸗ 
ling the law of warrants. They argued that 


the 
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the Houſe of Commons, by itſelf, cannot. de- 
clare law legiſlatively, becauſe it is only a part, 
and not the whole of the legiſlature; nor judi- 
cially, becauſe it is neither the whole nor a 
part of any court of judicature. It was alſo 
thought to be of dangerous conſequence, and 
productive of nothing but confuſion and inju- 
ſtice; as the inferior acting magiſtrate 'wou'd 
in vain lock for the rule of legality only in acts 
of parliament and in the common law, when, 
for ought he knew, there might be another in 
the Journals of che Houſe of Commons. That 
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the ſupreme | courts of law, who a are taught by 
the conſtitution to believe that the Judicial 
of it they are to be guided only by the whol N 
legiſlature, wou'd be brought into a ſtate of 
irreſolution and dependance on the Houſe, of 
Commons, if they found that houſe take upon 
itſelf to participate, if not to ſupercede their 
power, and to alter their rule? that the queſ- 
tion of the legality or illegality of theſe warrants - 
was then actually depending in a bill of excep- 
tions before the ordinary judges : Ought the 

queſtion 
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queſtion to be prejudged? and the parties, 
taking the due courſe which the law allows them, 
to have their cauſe evok'd to the Houſe of 
Commons, and condemned there by an arbi- 
trary reſolution? That particular emergencies, 
ſuch as dangerous conſpiracies, manufacturers 
going off into foreign countries, might render 
theſe warrants expedient, and even neceſſary: 
will it therefore be thought prudent to deprive 
the magiſtrates of a power which is ſo often 
neceſſary to the public good? But if in reality 
the matter be ſo preſſing in time and import- 
ance, that the people cannot (as it is repreſent- 
ed) be ſatisfied that they are free, until the law 
on general warrants be declared, let it be de- 
clared in a way that all are agreed is both ef- 
fectual and conſtitutional, By Acr or PAR- 
LIAMENT. The reſolution propoſed is neither 
the one nor the other. A bill therefore, even 
on the principles of thoſe who favour the re- 
ſolytion, is the only proper method. 
| heſe were the principles on which the re- 
ſolution was oppoſed. They, who ſupported 
it, /inſiſted principally on the evident illegality 
the proceſs by a general warrant, which was 
| not 
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got queſtioned ; and expatiated on the opel. 


acknowledged that the Houſe of Commons was 
not the whole legiſlature; nor any part of the 
judicature of this kingdom: but aſſerted. it to 
be their undoubted right to cenſure by their re- 
ſolution any illegal practice, which they ob- 
ſerved to be prevalent ; and this not to be cited 
as law in courts of juſtice, but to ferve .as a - 
threat and monition to thoſe courts, and to all 
perſons public and private, of what they are to 
expect, when they preſume to quit the limits of 
the law, and to make any excurſions into the 
regions of arbitrary power. They urged the 
flow and uncertain progreſs of the courts 28 a 
plea for interpoſing the determination of the 


houſe as 8 remedy to the ſubject. 


They ſaid that the queſtion of the warrants 
was not directly before the judges, and conſe- 


quently the point not in the way of being deci- 
_ ded. This, I preſume, is rather a difference 
of terms and courts than of fas; becauſe the 
queſtion of the legality or illegality of general 
warrants was then actually depending, and in 
the caulo of Mr. Beardmore and the king's meſ- 
ſengers 


five nature of it; which was not denied. They 
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ſengers was heard atGuildhall before Lord Chief 
Juſtice Pratt and the reſt of the Judges of that 
Court, on the 4th of May following, and then, 
if not before, they were judicially decided to be 
illegal. They argued further; that as the 
Reſolution was confined to Libels, it would not 
reſtrain the magiſtrate in dangerous occaſions; 
as the uſe of General Warrants will be juſtified 
by its. neceſſity in ſo Erffical an exigence. 
| Whereas a ſtatute, wholly condemning, ſuch 


in any exigence; if it admitted exceptions, it 
Wb would put all to ſea again, as it would be im- 
| poſſible regularly to define, and clearly to aſcer- 
. tain caſes of neceſſity —Sec the age Regi- 
- fer for the year 1764. 

\ Up on a review of this debate, it appears, 


that no queſtion on the legality or  illegality of 
; general warrants was moved i in the houſe; but 


on the manner of declaring. their "legality : 
- that the reſolution Propoſed was improper, be- 
F _ cauſe if theſe warrants were illegal, they ought 
to have been left, as they were left, to the 
courts of law: that, even if it had paſſed, it 


3 Warrants, would take away the uſe of them 


D | would >. 
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might be immediately fatisfied that they ate 
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would not have been effectual, becauſe if they. 
were not illegal, a reſolution of the houſe could 
not have made them fo : that ſuch a reſolution 
would have been arbitrary, unconſtitutional, 
and dangerous. Therefore that thoſe gentle- 
men, who oppoſed it, acted upon the ſober 
and diſpafſion'd prineiples of reaſon „good ſenſe, 
and the general law of the land. 


That they did not vote in favour of general 


warrants, becauſe they moved that their ille- 
gallity might be declared in the only way that 


could be e ſafe, effectual, and conſtitutional, By 
And that the people 


free, that liberty might not ſuffer, or be in 
danger of ſuffering through delay, four days 


after this reſolution was diſmiſſed, that is, on 


February 21, a motion was made by Sir John 
Philipps, © that leave be given to bring in a 
« bill for regulating the practice of the ſecre · 
os tary of ſtate's office, in iſſuing out warrants 
* in caſes of libels.” See the journals of the 


houſe.— And this motion, as well as the for- 


mer, was ſupported by Sir A. Wodehouſe. 
What 
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What ſhall we ſay then to your truſty friend 


and coadjutor, the Lack- land Freeholder ? If he 
did not know theſe things before, we are ſorry for 


his head; if he 4d know them, we are ſorry for. 


his heart. But what ſhall we ſay to you? In 


what light muſt you 'appear for making this 
ſenſeleſs paper your own ? How can you ac- 
quit yourſelf of the moſt illiberal, malevolent, 
and groundleſs calumny ? Or how can you ſup- 
port the charge? But I ſhall take my leave of 
this ſubject, by relating to you an hiſtorical 
anecdote (not of Ruſſel Earl of Bedford, for 1 
am not yet quite clear that be Joſt: his head on 
account of General Warrants, but) of one 
Hannibal. It is ſaid that he envied Eumenes, 
King of Pergamus, on account of his power, 
and hated him for his Roman diſpoſition : a 
few days before he was to engage him at ſea, 
knowing his own fleet to be inferior to that of 
his Royal Adverſary, he ordered his Crew to 


pick up all the poiſonous ſerpents they could 


poſſibly find ; theſe were put into earthen Jars : 

in the heat of the engagement, finding him- 
ſelf vigorouſly preſſed, he commanded theſe 
D: .- or 
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jars to be thrown into the Pergamenian ſhips, 
which were immediately filled with ſerpents, 
to the great aſtoniſhment and annoyance of the 
ſoldiers. However conſonant this action might 
be to the ſavage genius of the wily African, the 
Roman that relates it does not condeſcend to 
make one reflection upon it. Tu lege, atque 
fruere. 
But it is time to put an end to this addreſs: 
in the courſe of it I have had manifold reaſons 
to lament the numerous evils that inſeparably 
attend theſe party, conteſts : - give me leave to 
end as I begun by lamenting one unhappy con- 
fequence that affects yourſelf. By deſerting 
your old friends and your old cauſe, the cauſe 
of Virtue and 'of Honour, let me add too of 
Liberty and your Country, you have thrown 
yourſelf into the arms of a man, whoſe perſon 
you deſpiſe, and whoſe character you abhor; 
you have thrown yourſelf into the arms of a 
man, that has violated the peace and inſulted 
the honour of your family; that has traduc d 
you in private, and outraged you in public, and 
even pawn'd his Caſſock for a Sword to cut 
| your 
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.' qhirthicet. That he has dard to ühult the * 
moſt reſpectable characters, from Lord B 4 
down to yourſelf, and to aſſault them with im- 
punity, is a glaring inſtance of the liberty of a 
Britiſh ſubject : but it is as glaring an inſtance 
of the outrageous licentiouſneſs of the times, 
in which no rank however exalted, no merit 
however diſtinguiſhed, not even the moſt ho- 
nourable aſſemblies, nor the moſt ſacred charac- 
ter, have been ſpar d. ok ; 
A bad Effect, but from a' glorious Cauſe 1 ! 
Liberty i is indeed the Birthright of a Briton ; 
let us therefore cheriſh it with fondneſs, and 
aſſert it with ſpirit, but not with the ſpirit of 
an Athenian Democracy, or a Roman Republic. 
The Conſtitution is a ſacred name: but let us 
remember that it conſiſts of various ſubordi- 
nations under one direction, that of the ſu- 
preme authority: if ever then theſe various 
ſubordinations, with. that decency and order 
which are eſſential to all well- conſtituted go- _ 
vernments, ſhould be deſtroyed or loſt, the 
Conſtitution itſelf muſt be diffolv'd, and eyen 
our darling Liberty expire in the Convulſion. * 
| © Therefore ** 
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Therefore when we deliberate on the public 
conduct of our preſent worthy repreſentatives ; 
when we conſider Mr. de Grey, for the time 
that he has ſate in parliament, and Sir A. Wode- 
houſe, for upwards of thirty years, uniformly and 
firmly ſupportiag with one hand the Liberty of 
the People, and with the other the juſt Autho- 
rity and real Dignity of the Crown; we muſt 
look upon them with reverence and honour, as 
friends to the Conſtitution, and think ourſelves 
bound in gratitude and juſtice to ſupport their 
cauſe. In the mean time we lament the defection 
of many friends, but of none more than of you; 
we reſpect your perſon, we eſteem your merit, 
we revere your virtues. Could you command 
no more than your own ſingle vote, had you 
no influence over a neighbour, a tenant, an inn» 
holder, or even a petty conſtable that attends 
your ſittings, we ſhould be proud to enroll your 
name among the ſteady ſupporters of Wong» 
HOUSE and pt GE. | 


Jan. 1768. lam, Sir, 


Tour moſt obedient Servant. 
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